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Overview

1.Introduction

2.Define differences in laws between secondary & post-
secondary

3.Why are transition services important

4.Barriers to successful transition

5.Examples of ways to alleviate barriers
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Who are you?
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Federal Mandates

• The Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA)
• Law ensuring services to children with disabilities (K-12+)
• Governs how states and public agencies provide early 

intervention, special education and related services

• The Americans with Disabilities Act Amendments Act (ADAAA)
• Civil rights law protecting individuals with disabilities from 

discrimination in the workplace, as well as school and other 
settings. 

• ADA originally passed in 1990 
• ADAAA mandates reasonable accommodations must be provided 

to students with disabilities who meet the requirements 
• Modeled after the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and Title V of the 

Rehabilitation Act of 1973
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Based on your current position – you likely have varying degrees of knowledge about relevant disability law
Here is a brief overview
K-12+ - Michigan age 26
Please reply in the chat box with the age students in SC leave the K-12+ system




Federal Mandates
• The Rehabilitation Act, 1973 (Section 504)

• Law prohibiting discrimination on the basis of disability
• “No qualified individual with a disability in the United 

States shall be excluded from, denied the benefits of, or be 
subjected to discrimination…”

• Workforce Innovation Opportunity Act (WIOA) 2015
• Purpose of WIOA is to better align the workforce system 

with education and economic development 
• 15% of federal funding is allocated to provide transition

services to all students with disabilities
• Information & Referral, Advocacy, Peer Support, 

Independent Living, and Training & Transition



Why are transition services 
important?

• 5.7 million students in special education

• 11% in college report a disability 

• 24% in college do not self disclose

• 42% with a disability complete undergraduate degrees

• Lower levels of education = higher unemployment
Source: U.S. Department of Education (2015), Digest of Education Statistics. Washington, DC

Presenter
Presentation Notes
In 2013 the unemployment rate for 25-64 year olds without high school diploma was 13% compared to 4% with a college degree 
As higher education institutions committed to furthering economic and workforce development – we cannot afford to ignore these students – their success means our success 




Understanding the transition
• Entitlement (K-12+)

• Breadth of services 
• School responsible to find, assess and remediate
• Focus on special education and preparation for future
• School plans ‘success’ of student

• Civil Rights (Post-secondary)
• Accessibility
• Student responsible to initiate process
• Focus on equal opportunity, eligibility, access
• Student plans for own ‘success’
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communicate options available to students enrolled in k-12+ versus post secondary
Misinformation leads to confusion and unmet expectations




Understanding the transition

Dispelling the myths…

Special education services do not exist post-secondary

Special education services/504 plans do not “carry over”

Documentation is not automatically sent by K-12+

Exams and courses are not modified based on K-12+ services



Frequently Said by Students
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What questions/statements do you frequently hear from students with disabilities? 
Type your response in the chat box
Things you have heard that make you scratch your head? 



Barriers to Student Success
• Where do I go?

• I don’t know what my disability is.

• What do I need?

• I don’t like asking for help.

• I don’t have documentation to support my need.

• Who do I talk to?

• I don’t want to be different.

• What can I receive?

• I don’t know what has worked for me in the past.

• I’m going to try it on my own first.

• My ____ always handles this.

• I don’t know what I need.
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Self-Advocacy in Transition
• Student must 

• Self identify
• Request accommodations
• Provide documentation support for request
• Understand characteristics and impact of disability
• Communicate past effective accommodations 
• Contact college/university staff as necessary
• Engage in problem-solving 
• Speak to professors 
• Seek guidance and assistance from appropriate resources                                          

Source: Adam Meyer
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Self-advocacy is key to all students’ success but especially imperative to students with disabilities
Recall difference in laws – students must self identify to receive assistance 




Relationships Overcome Barriers

• K-12+ Relationships
• Individual Education Plan meetings

• Special education and regular education trainings

• Parent and student presentations
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The relationships that you, as a professional form, can be key to your student’s success
How can you use your position to build relationships and improve student success through relationships?
What are your audiences? – open houses, job fairs, college nights
Juvenile home, Michigan Youth Challenge Academy, Workforce Solutions classes
Relationships and student success need to begin before students enter your college
Not just good for the student – good for the college
State systems all operate different
how can you develop relationships with K-12+




Relationships Overcome Barriers

• Community Organizational Relationships
• County Transition Council

• Community Mental Health

• Disability Network

• Other non-profits
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What community resources already exist to support persons with disabilities?
How can you partner?



Relationships Overcome Barriers

• State & Organizational Relationships
• Michigan Rehabilitation Services

• Michigan Bureau of Services for Blind Persons

• Professional Organizations: Trio, Perkins, Ahead, 
etc.
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Does SC have branches of government 
Federal Trio and Perkins Special Populations programs exist in part to serve students with disabilities
Association of Higher Education and Disability – national organization with state chapters



Relationships Overcome Barriers
• Institutional Relationships

• Financial Aid

• Academic Advising

• Disability Services

• Library

• Faculty 

• Academic Success Center

• Tutoring

• Admissions

• Athletics
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None of us exist in isolation on our campuses the more we nurture institutional relationships the better we are able to assist our students in achieving their goals.



What relationships have 
you developed?



Kellogg Community 
College

Academic Success 
Guide
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Relationships = team = student success

KCC Academic Success Guide
13 student athletes, 2 students increased their overall GPA by almost 2 points! 
Encourages students to develop relationships
Identify an accountability partner: goal setting strategy, identification of success team, calendars, assignment tracker, financial planning, campus services
Currently used across campus including: financial aid, tutoring center, counseling

http://www.kellogg.edu/wp-content/uploads/2013/10/AcademicSuccessGuide_fields.pdf


Final Thoughts

Holly Moore McKee

mckeeh@Kellogg.edu

269.965.4150

Kellogg Community College

mailto:mckeeh@Kellogg.edu


Upcoming TLT Sessions

September 19, 2017 at 2:30 pm
Legal Issues Update
Dr. Jim Klauber, President, Calhoun Community College
Register

October  17, 2017 – First-Year Experience (FYE) in Community Colleges

Want to showcase your expertise? Is there a teaching technique that has been 
effective in the classroom? Apply to be a TLT presenter!
For more information: www.sctechsystem.edu/tlt

https://sctcs.adobeconnect.com/sept2017tlt/event/registration.html
http://www.sctechsystem.edu/tlt


Give us your feedback

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/Aug2017TLT

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/Aug2017TLT
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